(V  u  1 


A 


Evident iary  Document  No,  5299.  Parc  No,.  1. 

IN  THE  MATTEL  CF  JAPANESE  WAR  CULLS 
AND  THE  GENE NAL  ILL  -TREATMENT  OF 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR  AT  LIANG  CAMP  ON 
AMBON  ISLAND,  MALUCCAS,  FROM  3  May, 

19^3 ,  TILL  OCTOBER,  1944, 

/  1  "  "" '  11  11  1  *  —  ~ 

1  I,  No.  1P95339  LAC  HENRY  FITTER  INGHAM,  Royal  Air  Force,  with 
permanent  home  address  at  Glatten  Road,  Scwtry,  Huntingdonshire, 
rake  oath  and  ssy  as  follows 

1,  I  was  taken  prisoner  in  Java  in  February, 
1942.  I  stayed  there  for  some  months.  In  late  April,  1943)  a 
large  draft  of  us  collected  at  Sourabaya  to  go  over  to  Liang  on 
Ambon  Island.  We  arrived  there  on  3  May,  1943.  This  group  of 
Prisoners  of  War  numbered  somewhat  ever  one  thousand  and  was 
commanded  by  Major  L.  N.  Gibson,  R.A.  Major  Gibson  was  in  charge 
of  this  group  of  Prisoners  of  V*'ar  all  the  time  he  was  there. 

2,  We  actually  disembarked  at  Ambon  town 
and  had  to  march  two  days  to  reach  Liang.  The  conditions  on 
this  march  wore  very  bad.  Men  were  constantly  dropping  out 
thiough  the  heat  and  lack  of  food.  In  fact  even  some  of  the 
Japanese  guards  were  dropping  cut.  Those  who  did  sc  were  beaten 
up  and  belaboured  with  bamboo  poles,  rifle  butts  and  such  like  to 
make  them  get  on.  If  they  could  not  move  they  were  just  left 
lying  by  the  side  of  the  road  end  were  picked  up  later  on.  We 
suffered • terribly  from  thirst  those  two  days  and  a  good  many  people 
drank  the  dirty  village  water  which  resulted  in  a  severe  outbreak 
of  dysentery  at  Liang  Camp  later  on, 

3,  Accommodation  at  Liang  was  very  bad  when  we 
first  arrived.  There  was  one  barracks  which  could  accommodate 
about  60  men.  For  the  rest  there  were  only  leaky  tents,  which 
kept  the  sun  off  but  that  is  all  that  could  be  said  for  them. 

4,  Our-  work  at  this  camp  was  constructing  an 
aerodrome.  It  was  very  heavy  work  and  involved  dragging  logs 
about  and  clearing  virgin  jungle  to  make  dispersal  bays  and 
runways.  Our  food  was  just  pig-swill.  It  consisted  of  burned 
rice  and  vegetables  and  very  occasionally  we  had  a  little  meat. 

A  sample  day's  menu  would  be  first  thing  in  the  morning  rice  pap 
which  was  rice  boiled  up  into  a  porridge-like  consistency,  at 
midday  a  handful  of  rice  and  some  vegetables  or  rice  soup  and  at 
night  another  handful  of  rice  and  some  more  vegetables.  We 
usually  get  slightly  more  vegetables  at  night.  The  quality  of 
the  food  improved  a  little  as  scon  as  we  took  over  the  management 
of  our  own  kitchen  but  the  quantity  of  the  food  was  always 
insufficient.  Sometimes  we  were  able  to  get  local  produce  from 
the  Island,  bought  in  the  camp  shop.  I  believe  several  people 
died  of  malnutrition  during  the  time  that  we  were  on  this  island. 

,  As  far  as  I  ar  concerned  my  eye-sight  which  before  the  war  was 
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perfectly  ell  right  hrs  been  seriously  affected  r.s  a  result  of 
•lack  of  the  necessary  vi  tar  ins. 

5,  Medical  supplies  I  knew  were  in  very  short 
supply  although  as  fir  as  I  am  concerned  when  I  went  into 
hospital  with  tropical  ulcers  I  was  given  some  yellow  powder  which 
did  me  a  lot  of  good.  The  medical  staff  at  the  camp  hospital  was 
a.  mixed  Dutch  and  British  v/hat  might  be  called  a  Field  Ambulance 
Unit,  There  was,  I  believe,  a  Japanese  medical  officer  called 
Lieutenant  SHAliADA  but  he  never  did  anything  to  help  us. 

6,  As  regards  our  treatment  when  we  were  a.t  work 
all  the  guards  with  very  few  exceptions  treated  us  with  the 

usual  brutality  and  we  were  constantly  being  beaten  with  bamboos, 
pick-shafts  and  rifle  butts.  A  guard  I  con  remember  who  was 
particularly  brutal  was  the  Corporal  in  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  aerodrome.  I  cannot  remember  his  name  but  would  remember 
him  if  I  saw  a  photograph  of  him.  He  treated  us  particularly  badly 
and  was  always  very  brutal  with  the  light  duty  party  which  consisted 
of  the  hospital  cases  who  were  getting  better  .  Another  guard 
called  "Blue shirt"  end  another  called  "Donald  Duck"  were  also,  I 
remember,  particularly  brutal  to  uw  and  took  a  delight  in  beating 
people  whenever  they  could. 

7,  I  remember  the  Champion  incident  quite  well. 

I  did  not  see  the  beginning  of  it  as  I  was  working  on  Major 
Gibson's  Staff  in  the  Japanese  Camp  office  but  1  saw  Champion 
carried  in  on  a  stretcher  and  I  saw  Major  Ana mi  and  Major  Gibson 
arguing  together  over  him.  Later  I  saw  Champion  tied  to  a  post 
inside  the  guard  room.  He  stayed  there  all  that  night  till  the 
following  morning.  On  the  following  morning  1  saw  him  being  put 

in  the  back  of  a  lorry  with  a  rope  round  his  neck  like  a  halter, 
and  picks  and  shovels  were  thrown  into  the  lorry  with  him.  Various 
camp  guards  and  Lieutenant  Oida,  who  was  then  the  camp  Commandant, 
went  with  Chamrion  on  the  lorry.  They  had  been  gone  about  quarter 
of  an  hour  when  I  heard  a  rifle  shot.  Then  the  lorry  was  back 
again  inside  another  15  minutes.  Champion  was  not  in  the  lprry 
then  and  I  never  saw  him  again,  V.hile  I  was  in  the  office  some 
days  later  one  of  the  Japanese  orderlies  came  up  and  told  me  to 
fill  in  the  casualty  book  that  Champion  had  died  of  dysentery  at 
Ambon . 

Another  incident  I  witnesses  was  when 
Sergeant  Major  SATU  (whose  nickname  was  "Yellow  Boots")  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  camp  guards  beat  up  Pilot  Officer  IVES.  Setu  was  a 
lunatic  in  the  exact  sense  of  the  word  as  whenever  the  neon  was 
new  or  full  he  became  almost  insane.  We  always  expected  trouble 
from  Satu  at  those  times.  On  this  particular  occasion  Pilot 
Off icei  Ives  was  in  charge  of  a  working  party  in  one  of  the 
dispersal  bays  on  the  aerodrome,  Satu  came  up  to  Ives  and  said 
-  that  we  were  not  working  fast  enough.  Then,  in  order  to  show  off 
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I  5°  ih?  v®?icus  Jepanese  Guards  who  were  watching,  he  ordered  Ives 
tc  help  him  carry  a  long  pole  with  six  baskets  of  eerth  slung 
iro’.  it.  Satu  was  a  very  powerful  nan,  whereas  Ives  was  not  very 
strong  owing  tc  lock  of  food  and  privations  generally.  Even  so  r. 
lCc.;Ci  of  si:.  U  Suets  of  earth  was  practically  impossible,  Eventuall” 
the  two  of  them  managed  a  load  cf  four  and  Satu  got  much  amusement  * 
cut  of  watching  Ives  stagger  with  this  enormous  load,  Satu  ordered 
11  ,  to_~°  **  age in.  Ivea  refused  and  then  Satu  went  completely 
i  re ,  First  cf  all  he  thrashed  him  with  bamboo  poles  and  broke  a 
r.urbcr  on  him.  Then  he  ordered  the  guards  tc  bind  Ives'  hands 
behinc  his  back.  Then  he  get  hold  of  some  cccoanut  t^ee  roots  whic’ 
are  long  whippy  brown  tendrils  like  boot  laces.  With  these  he 
slashed  Ives  across  the  face  a  .great  many  times.  Finrllv  he  asked 
tne  guards  tc  bring  his  sword  and  we  thought  that  Ives  was  going 
to  be  murdered.  However,  the  guards  we're  not  able  to  find  the 
sword  and  Satu  contontec  himself  with  knocking  Ives  cut  by  punching 
him  in  the  face  and  stomach.  That  closed  the  incident, 

?•  ,  The  Japanese  Camp  Commandant  after 

Lieutenant  Ouica  was  Lieutenant  SHIOZAV.A  whom  we  thought  at  first 
was  going  to  be  a  reasonable  man  but  he  turned  out  to  be 
uncooperative  end  brutal  to  us  in  every  way  he  could.  He  used  to 
egg  on  the  guards  to  make  us  work  harder  and  use  any  methods  they 
liked  to  do  so.  He  used  tc  make  us  work  on  cur  half  days  off 
builcing  carp  roads  and  such  like.  The  ccmrandor  cf  all  Prisoners 
of  War  on  the  Island  Croup  was  a  man  called  Major  ANAMI .  lie  w*as 
<r  thoi  uglily  unpleasrnt  urn  and  I  regard  hin  as  being  responsible 
for  all  our  privations  on  the  Island.  Furthermore  ho  did  not 
consicer  it  beneath  him  to  go  in  amongst  one  of  cur  working 
part?.es  ana  beat  up  people  with  his  sword  scabard  as  an  example 
tc  his  junior  officers. 


I 


1°*  .  _  v  ,  J  In  October,  1944,  I  left  the  Island  with  a 

craft  of  about  six  hundred  to  go  back  to  Java.  Captain  Bontly— 
Taylor  was  in  charge  of  our  particular  draft.  We  were  crammed  into 
a  small  coast  vessel  and  conditions  on  board  this  ship  were 
appalling .  There  was  nc  lying  room.  We  used  to  have  to  sit  in 
each  ethers  laps  in  order  tc  make  room  for  the;  really  sick  cases. 

I  was  acting  as  a  medical  orderly  during  the-  voyage  and  for  the 
first  seven  days  and  nights  I  hardly  had  any  sloop  at  ell  trying 
to  clean  up  the  sick  and  to  make  thorn  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  imagine  the  conditions.  The  food  was 
putrid  and  there  was  very  little  of  it.  We  were  allowed  a  third 
cf  a  pint  of  water  a  day  to  drink  and  we  had  to  use  salt  water 
for  washing  and  cleaning  people  up.  We  very  often  weren't  allowed 
to  have  salt  water.  The  hold  where  many  of  us  existed  were 
battoned  down  all  the  voyage  except  for*  a  few  planks  which  were 
taken  off  at  night.  Many  cf  the  Prisoners  cf  War  were  just  skin 
and  bone  .  ..hen  they  tried  to  sit  up  their  bones  almost  stuck 
through  their  skin.  Many  cf  them  had  no  clothes  as  they  had  all 
been  *  up  with  dysentery  and  the  dirt  on  board  the  ship.  There 
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I  S11}?115  cf  licc  and  we  a11  suffered  acutely  from  them.  What 

«n<3  the  files  and  dysentery  stools  all  over  the  place 

ho?ClK  r‘G  th?,t  vve1did  not  have  a  serious  epidemic.  We 

J?*®  on  board  about  a  month  and  during  that  time  only  28  people 

Pen**)  :^nrW1  pr?lve?  fit  Sourfibaya  Sergeant  Major  Setu  (Yellow 
hoots;  and  Major  Anami  met  us,  I  consider  Major  Ane^i  personal lv 

for  conditions  on  this  voyage.  In  all  fairness  I  crLot 
blame  the  Japanese  Sergeant  who  was  O.C.  ship.  He  was  a  medical 

^rrfef{lt'  an?  did  whct  little  he  could  to  help  us.  For  example  when 
we  called  at  macassar  he  got  us  seme  vegetables.  P 

/  j11  *  ,  We  never  at  any  time  on  Ambon  Island  got  anv 

LIufd  Cross  supplies.  A  few  cf  us  got  an  occasional  letter. 


SWORN  by  the  said  HEMLY  FITTER INGHAM 
at  6,  Spring  Gardens,  in  the  City 
cf  Y/estminster ,  this  day 

of  1945. 


(Sgd)  H.  FITTER INGHAM 


EEFORE  ME 

(Sgd)  M.  EELL  L'ACDONA  D,  Major 
Legal  Staff. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  affidavit. 

(Sgd)  Illegible  Major 

Legal  Staff 

Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 
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